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(54) Method and apparatus for converting image color values from a first to a seconfd color space 



(57) The present invention relates to a method and 
apparatus for converting and for matching color values 
between color spaces. The invention comprises a 
source device (16) for generating image signals; a color 
space converter (11), including a receiving and deter- 
mining means (10), an interpolating means (14). and a 



regular primary look-up-table (LUT) (12), for converting 
the received image signals into second space color val- 
ues; an outputting means (18) for supplying the second 
color values to a peripheral device (20). 
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Description 

This Invention relates to color matching and. more particularly, to a process and related apparatus for converting 
color values between color spaces. 
5 The primary use of this invention is in the field of computer assisted color publishing systems particularly in the area 

of color matching and color reproduction. In such systems typically a color image is scanned using a scanning device 
which measures light intensity reflected or transmitted from the image to generate electronic signals representing three 
achromatic images of the original, each of the three achromatic images resulting from detecting the light intensity from 
the original color image through a colored filter. The filters used are almost always Red Green and Blue. The electronic 
10 signal from the scanner is converted to a digital signal in which light intensity levels are represented as numbers Infer- 
mation identifying each set of numbers representing the Image information obtained through each filter is also pre- 
served. Thus, the original colored image has been converted to a plurality of image values, and for each picture element 
in the picture there is a color value comprising the achromatic component values, i.e.. a Red. a Green and a Blue value 
The output of the scanner is eventually used to drive a film exposing device to produce color separation transpar- 
15 encies that are used to make printing plates which in turn are used on a press to supply a printed copy For purposes 
of this Invention we will refer to this device as a printer and will assume that such printer may be the combination of ele- 
ments including the color separation transparencies, the plates and the press, or a device such as a color laser printer 
which may produce a color image without need for a separate printing plate, or any other device which is able to receive 
an electronic signal representing amounts of inks of given color needed to be printed for each picture element to pro- 
20 duce a color image output. Typically such signals are identified as YMCK for the usual four color reproduction situation 
each letter con-esponding to each of the four inks used, namely Yellow. Magenta. Cyan and Black. Thus, "printer" within 
this invention includes any device that receives an electronic signal and displays therefrom a colored Image. 

Scanners are manufactured by a number of manufacturers, each using a particular set of Red, Green and Blue fil- 
ters. Furthermore, the manufacturers of printers each have their own manner of interpreting the color information at the 
25 printer input and applying the proper amount of ink on the paper or colorant in the display 

As anyone who has attempted to describe color knows, such description is complicated by the fact that color per- 
ception varies with both the surrounding colors and the Illumination used to view an image. Colorimetry. which Is the 
study of color based on both spectral distribution of the energy reflected or transmitted from a test sample and the 
response of the human eye. as well as the spectral distribution of the illuminating source, provides us with a method to 
30 describe and measure color and enables us to determine when colors match. CIE (the International Commission on 
Illumination) defines Tristimulus values as the amounts of three primary lights which when added produce a visual, or 
colorlmetrlc. match with an original color. These CIE Tristimulus values can be used for color description and matching 
purposes. If two colors have the same three CIE Tristimulus values that is if the Red Tristimulus value of one color Is the 
same as the Red Tristimulus value of the other, and so on for the Green and Blue Tristimulus values, then the appear- 
35 ance of the two colors will be the same to the average observer. Thus, the Tristimulus values are device Independent 
color values. 

It would, thus, appear that if one wanted to match colors between input and output using devices from different 
manufacturers, one would simply need a conversion device to convert the Red. Green and Blue output values of a scan- ■ 
ner to a set of values that is device independent, such as the CIE Tristimulus Values. Such conversion device would per- 
40 form a colorimetric characterization on the scanner output to derive the appropriate device independent values. 

Similarly, it would appear that a similar colorimetric characterization performing conversion device can be con- 
structed providing a conversion for the set of device independent values, to printer device dependent values such as a 
particular printer's RGB or YMCK input needs. 

While the solution appears simple, creating such conversion devices is very difficult. The difficulty lies primarily in 
45 establishing a valid and predictable relationship between the values from each device dependent color space and the 
device independent color space values. 

Most color matching techniques used primarily in the printing and publishing industry attempt to match colors by 
optimizing a set of coefficients used in the color transformation formula such that the error between the targeted color 
and the processed color is minimized. 
so The differences between the various methods reside in the specific transformation models. These transformation 
models are either physical, based on the physical properties of a particular system or process such as described by R 
Kubelka. "New contributions to the optics of intensely light scattering materials" part i, J. Opt. Soc. Am. 38. pp. 448-45?! 
or are mathematical models using linear or other polynomial approximations, such as described in US patent No' 
4,500.919 by Schreiber or U.S. Patent No. 4.959.790 by F R Morgan. 



U.S. patent 4.500.919 provides one solution to this problem of color matching by essentially proposing a system 
that produces device independent RGB values. Additionally, US patent 4,409,614 shows another way to calculate the 
appropriate relationship between device dependent values and device independent ones. Both processes appear com- 
plex and the results are based on subjective criteria. Furthermore, both processes are limited when high quality color 



2 



EP 0 884 894 A2 



matching is desired because their accuracy is limited. 

Thus, there is still need for a method and associated apparatus to enable the creation of a practical color image 
value conversion apparatus which will permit one to obtain accurate image value conversions. 

The invention relates to a method for matching colors, comprising: 

5 

I) converting a first plurality of color image values from a first color space to a second plurality of color values in a 
second color space, wherein the first color space is a device independent color space and the second color space 
Is a device dependent color space, by: 

10 generating a primary regular conversion LUT correlating preselected regularly distributed color values in said 

first color space to color values in said second color space by: 

1) using a peripheral device to print a predetermined set of regularly distributed color patches using a reg- 
ularly distributed set of device dependent color values; 

2) measuring each of said printed patches and generating for each of said printed patches color values in 
said device independent color space; 

3) using the measured values and the corresponding set of device dependent regularly distributed values 
to generate a first LUT correlating device dependent values to device independent values; 

4) using the same measured device independent values and device dependent regularly distributed values 
to generate an approximate inverse LUT correlating device independent values to device dependent val- 
ues; 

5) generating a set of regularly distributed digital color sample values in the device independent color 
space and converting said color sample values to device dependent color values using the approximate 
Inverse LUT; 

6) combining the converted sample color values with correction factors to obtain corrected converted color 
values; 

7) converting said corrected color values using a first color space converter which includes said first LUT 
correlating device dependent values to device independent values, to obtain an output; 

8) comparing the output to the digital sample values Input to obtain an error signal; 

9) using the error signal to generate the correction factors; 

10) repeating steps 6) through 9) until the error signal is a minimum; and 

11) using the corrected values and the set of regularly distributed digital color sample values to create the 
regular primary LUT; 

35 inputting and comparing randomly distributed Image color values In said first color space to the values in said 

primary LUT; and 

(a) if there is a regularly distributed color value in the primary LUT corresponding to the random color 
value, outputting a corresponding value in said second color space; and 
40 (b) if there is no corresponding regularly distributed color value in said primary LUT, selecting from said 

primary LUT a closest regularly distributed color value to said randomly distributed color value and calcu- 
lating therefrom a color value in said second color space, corresponding to said Inputted random color 
value, and outputting said calculated value; and 

.45 II) using the outputted values from steps (a) and (b) to produce an image on the peripheral device. 

The invention Is also related to a method for matching colors in an image received from a source device and dis- 
played on a peripherial device, comprising: 

50 I) converting a first plurality of color image values from a first color space to a second plurality of color values in a 
second color space, wherein the first color space is a device dependent color space and the second color space is 
a device independent color space, by: 

generating a first primary regular conversion LUT correlating preselected regularly distributed color values in 
55 said first color space to color values In said second color space by: 

1) generating a predetermined regular set of intermediate values representing a set of color patches; 

2) printing said set of color patches; 
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3) measuring each of said printed patches and generating for each of said printed patches color values in 
said independent color space; 

4) producing a first color space converter comprising a first LUT cross-referencing the predetermined reg- 
ular set of intermediate color values representing the set of color patches, and the measured color values 
in said device independent color space representing the printed set of color patches, and a first interpola- 
tion algorithm for calculating Intermediate values not represented by any printed patches to color values in 
said device independent color space; 

5) reading said printed set of color patches v^fith a device of the type which produces color values in the 
device dependent color space, and producing for each of said printed patches device dependent color val- 
ues in said device dependent color space; 

6) generating a second color space converter comprising a second LUT cross-referencing the predeter- 
mined regular set of Intermediate values representing the set of color patches and color values in the 
device dependent color space, and a second interpolation algorithm for calculating Intermediate values 
not represented by any printed patches to the device dependent color values; 

7) generating a third color space converter comprising a third LUT approximately cross-referencing the 
device dependent values and the Intermediate values; 

8) generating a set of predetermined, regularly distributed, digital device dependent sample color values; 

9) applying the third color space converter to said sample color values to obtain a corresponding set of 
sample Intermediate values; 

10) applying the second color space converter to the sample Intermediate values to obtain a new set of 
device dependent sample color values corresponding to the digital device dependent sample color values; 

1 1) comparing said regularly distributed device dependent digital sample color values and said new set of 
device dependent sample color values to obtain an error signal and using this error signal to derive a cor- 
rection factor; 

12) combining the correction factor with the output of the third color space converter and again applying 
the second color space converter to the resulting corrected output of the third color space converter; 

13) repeating steps 1 1) and 12) until the error signal is a minimum; 

14) applying the first color space converter to the corrected signal to produce an output device independ- 
ent value for each regular digital device dependent sample color value; and 

15) creating the primary LUT correlating the device independent values from the output of the first color 
space converter and the set of predetermined, regularly distributed, digital device dependent sample color 
values; 

inputting and comparing randomly distributed image color values in said first color space from the source 
device to the values in said primary LUT; and 

(a) if there is a regularly distributed color value in the primary LUT corresponding to the random color 
value, outputting a corresponding value in said second color space; and 

(b) if there is no corresponding regularly distributed color value in said primary LUT selecting from said 
primary LUT a closest regularly distributed color value to said randomly distributed color value and calcu- 
lating therefrom a color value in said second color space, corresponding to said inputted random color 
value, and outputting said calculated value; and 

II) converting the outputted values from steps (a) and (b) from the second color space to a third plurality of color 
values in a third color space, wherein the third color space is a device dependent color space, by: 

generating a second primary regular conversion LUT correlating preselected regularly distributed color values 
in said second color space to color values in said third color space by: 

1) using the peripheral device to print a predetermined set of regularly distributed color patches using a 
regularly distributed set of device dependent color values; 

2) measuring each of said printed patches and generating for each of said printed patches color values in 
said device independent color space; 

3) using the measured values and the corresponding set of device dependent regularly distributed values 
to generate a first LUT correlating device dependent values to device independent values; 

4) using the same measured device independent values and device dependent regularly distributed values 
to generate an approximate inverse LUT correlating device independent values to device dependent val- 
ues; 
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5) generating a set of regularly distributed digital color sample values in the device independent color 
space and converting said color sample values to device dependent color values using the approximate 
inverse LUT: 

6) combining the converted sanple color values with correction factors to obtain corrected converted color 
5 values; 

7) converting said corrected color values using a first color space converter which includes said first LUT 
correlating device dependent values to device independent values, to obtain an output; 

8) comparing the output to the digital sample values input to obtain an error signal; 

9) using the error signal to generate the correction factors; 

10 10) repeating steps II) 6) through II) 9) until the error signal is a minimum; and 

1 1) using the corrected values and the set of regularly distributed digital color sample values to create the 
second regular primary LUT; 

inputting and comparing the outputted values from steps (a) and (b) from the second color space to the values 
15 in said second primary LUT; and 

(i) if there is a regularly distributed color value in the second primary LUT corresponding to the outputted 
value, outputting a corresponding value in said third color space; and 

(ii) if there is no corresponding regularly distributed cotor value in said second primary LUT, selecting from 
20 said second primary LUT a closest regularly distributed color value to said outputted value and calculating 

therefrom a color value in said third color space, corresponding to said outputted value, and outputting said 
calculated value; and 

III) using the outputted values from steps (i) and (ii) to produce an image on the peripheral device. 

25 

The invention further relates to a method for matching colors in an image received from a source device and dis- 
played on a peripherial device, comprising: 

I) converting a first plurality of color image values from a first color space to a second plurality of color values in a 
30 second color space, wherein the first color space is a device dependent color space and the second color space is 
a device independent color space, by: 

generating a first primary regular conversion LUT correlating preselected regularly distributed color values in 
said first color space to color values in said second color space by: 

35 

1) generating a predetermined regular set of intermediate values representing a set of color patches; 

2) printing said siet of color patches; 

3) measuring each of said printed patches and generating for each of said printed patches color values In 
said independent color space; 

40 4) producing a first color space converter comprising a first LUT cross-referencing the predetermined reg- 

ular set of intermediate color values representing the set of color patches, and the measured color values 
in said device independent color space representing the printed set of color patches, and a first interpola- 
tion algorithm for calculating Intermediate values not represented by any printed patches to color yalues in 
said device independent color space; 

45 5) reading said printed set of color patches with a device of the type which produces color values in the 

device dependent color space, and producing for each of said printed patches device dependent color val- 
ues in said device dependent color space; 

6) generating a second color space converter comprising a second LUT cross-referencing the predeter- 
mined regular set of Intermediate values representing the set of color patches and color values in the 

50 device dependent color space, and a second interpolation algorithm for calculating Intermediate values 

not represented by any printed patches to the device dependent color values; 

7) generating a third color space converter comprising a third LUT approximately cross-referencing the 
device dependent values and the Intermediate values; 

8) generating a set of predetermined, regularly distributed, digital device dependent sample color values; 
55 9) applying the third color space converter to said sample color values to obtain a corresponding set of 

sample Intermediate values; 

10) applying the second color space converter to the sample Intermediate values to obtain a new set of 
device dependent sample color values corresponding to the digital device dependent sample color values; 
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1 1) comparing said regularly distributed device dependent digital sample color values and said new set of 
device dependent sample color values to obtain an error signal and using this error signal to derive a cor- 
rection factor; 

12) combining the correction factor with the output of the third color space converter and again applying 
the second color space converter to the resulting corrected output of the third color space converter- 

1 3) repeating steps 11 ) and 1 2) until the error signal is a minimum; 

14) applying the first color space converter to the corrected signal to produce an output device independ- 
ent value for each regular digital device dependent sample color value; and 

15) creating the primary LUT correlating the device independent values from the output of the first color 
space converter and the set of predetermined, regularly distributed, digital device dependent sample color 
values; 

inputting and comparing randomly distributed image color values In said first color space from the source 
device to the values in said primary LUT; and 

(a) if there is a regularly distributed color value In the primary LUT corresponding to the random color 
value, outputting a corresponding value in said second color space; and 

(b) if there is no corresponding regularly distributed color value in said primary LUT. selecting from said 
pnmary LUT a closest regularly distributed color value to said randomly distributed color value and calcu- 
lating therefrom a color value in said second color space, corresponding to said Inputted random color 
value, and outputting said calculated value; and 

II) converting the outputted values from steps (a) and (b) from the second color space to a third plurality of color 
values in a third color space, wherein the third color space Is a device dependent color space, by: 

generating a second primary regular conversion LUT correlating preselected regularly distributed color values 
in said second color space to color values in said third color space by: 

1) using the peripheral device to print a predetermined set of regularly distributed color patches using a 
regularly distributed set of device dependent color values; 

2) measuring each of said printed patches and generating for each of said printed patches color values in 
said device independent color space; 

3) using the measured values and the corresponding set of device dependent regularly distributed values 
to generate a first LUT correlating device dependent values to device independent values; 

. 4) using the same measured device independent values and device dependent regularly distributed values 

to generate an approximate inverse LUT correlating device independent values to device dependent val- 
ues; 

5) generating a set of regularly distributed digital color sample values in the -device independent color 
space and converting said color sample values to device dependent color values using the aporoximate 

40 inverse LUT; 

6) combining the converted sample color values with correction factors to obtain corrected converted color 
values; 

7) converting said corrected color values using a first color space converter which Includes said first LUT 
correlating device dependent values to device independent values, to obtain an output; 

45 8) comparing the output to the digital sample values input to obtain an error signal; 

9) using the error signal to generate the correction factors; 

10) repeating steps 11) 6) through II) 9) until the error signal is a minimum; and 

1 1) using the corrected values and the set of regularly distributed digital color sample values to create the 
second regular primary LUT; 

50 

inputting and comparing the outputted values from steps (a) and (b) from the second color space to the values 
in said second primary LUT; and 

(1) if there is a regularly distributed color value in the second pnmary LUT corresponding to the outputted 
value, outputting a corresponding value in said third color space; and 

(ii) if there is no corresponding regularly distributed color value in said second primary LUT. selecting from 
said second primary LUT a closest regularly distributed color value to said outputted value and calculating 
therefrom a color value in said third color space, corresponding to said outputted value, and outputting said 
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calculated value; and 

111) using the first and second primary LUTs to create a direct transform LUT correlating first and third device 
dependent color values; 

5 iV] Inputting and comparing randomly distributed image color values in said first color space from the source device 

to the values in said direct transform LUT; and 

(a) if there is a regularly distributed color value in the direct transform LUT corresponding to the random color 
value, outputting a corresponding value in said third color space; and 
10 (b) if there is no corresponding regularly distributed color value in said direct transform LUT. selecting from said 

direct transform LUT a closest regularly distributed color value to said randomly distributed color value and cal- 
culating therefrom a color value in said third color space, corresponding to said inputted random color value, 
and outputting said calculated value; and 

15 V) using the outputted values from steps IV) (a) and IV) (b) to produce an image on the peripheral device. 

The invention is further directed to apparatus for performing these methods. 

The invention will next be described with reference to the accompanying drawings which are provided by way of 
illustration and are not limiting, and In which: 

20 

Figure 1 is a schematic representation of an apparatus for implementing the present invention. 
Figure 2 is a schematic representation of an apparatus for implementing the present invention showing means 
associated with a color space converter for generating a primary Look-up Table LUT in the case where the conver- 
sion is from a device dependent color space to a device independent one. 
25 Figure 3 is a schematic representation of the apparatus needed to generate a LUT correlating a regular list of pre- 
determined intermediate color image values to device independent color image values. 

Figure 4 is a schematic representation of an apparatus for generating a LUT correlating the regular predetermined 
intermediate color values to device dependent color values. 

Figure 5 is a schematic representation of a color space converter comprising a LUT and an interpolator. 
30 Figure 6 is a schematic representation of an apparatus for implementing the present invention showing means 
associated with the color space converter for generating the primary LUT in the case where the conversion is from 
a device independent color space to a device dependent one. 

Figure 7 is a schematic representation of an optimization process for generating correction factors. 
Figure 8 is a schematic representation of an embodiment of the present invention useful for converting color values 
35 from one device dependent color space to another device dependent color space. 

Figure 9 is yet another schematic representation of an embodiment of the present invention employing a direct 
transform LUT. 

Throughout the following detailed description, similar reference characters refer to similar elements in all figures of 
40 the drawings. 

With reference to Figure 1, there is contemplated under this invention an apparatus for the conversion of color 
image values derived in one, first, arbitrary, color space to color image values in a different, second, also arbitrary, color 
space. Thus, for instance, color image values generated by a device outputting RGB values for each element of a 
colored picture scanned by said device, may be converted to corresponding image values in a CIE defined color space 
45 such as Lab, Luv, XYZ and the like. In the alternative, given a plurality of color image values in a color space such as 
Luv, Lab or XYZ, the apparatus may convert them to a plurality of values in a colored space defined by a device such 
as a printer operating in the usual YMCK printing ink environment, or a television display employing the RGB color 
phosphor based system. 

In any of these cases, image signals having a random value distribution are received from a source device 16. 

50 which may be a scanner, or an image work processing station, or a computer, or any other source of such image rep- 
resenting color values in a color space converting module 1 1 . The module or converter 1 1 comprises a receiving means 
10. a primary look-up-table (LUT) 12 for converting first color space color values to values representing color vectors in 
the second color space, and an interpolator 14. The receiving means 10 examines each incoming color value, that is, 
the incoming color vector, describing the color of each picture element in the color space used by the source device 18, 

55 (the first color space), to determine if there exists an exact match for this value in the primary LUT 12. Both the interpo- 
lator 14 and primary LUT 12 are accessible by the receiving means 10. The output of both the interpolator 14 and the 
LUT 12 is directed to an outputting means 18 which supplies this output to a peripheral device 20. 

The color space may or may not be a uniform color space. It may be a color space defined by CIE or one related 
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to a CIE defined space through a mathematical transformation. 

The primary LUT 1 2 is comprised of a regular distribution of color values in the first color space giving correspond- 
ing color values in the second space. Both spaces are predetermined. A regular distriljution Is one in which the interval 
for the values along each coordinate is fixed (even though the interval may vary along the coordinates) and there is a 
limited predetermined number of values present representing a defined grid of discrete color values For example in a 
two coordinate system X and Y with two intervals in X. i.e.. X=0 and X=3 and vnth three intervals in Y. i e Y=0 Y=2 and 
Y=5 the regular distribution of values will be: (X,Y) -> (O.O), (0,2), (0.5). (3.0). (3.2). and (3.5). Preferably, the spacing 
of the values selected is such that intermediate points are interpolated from the selected values with a reasonable 
degree of accuracy using multi-linear interpolation. That is. the spacings are selected close enough at all regions of the 
selected color space and the conversions for the grid points are so accurate that one may assume, for practical pur- 
poses, that between grid points the color changes are substantially linear. Viewed in a different manner one may say 
that the grid points are selected close enough and such that the color space between grid points is substantially uni- 
form. . 

In operation as each image pixel color value is received by the receiving means 10, it is compared to the values in 
the pnmary LUT 12. If a corresponding value exists, the corresponding. value is supplied as the output of the color space 
converter 1 1 to the peripheral device 20 for further processing. If there is no corresponding value in the primary LUT 1 2 
matching the input color value, the receiving means 1 0 determines which is the closest corresponding color value in the 
primary LUT 12 and provides this information to the interpolator 14 to obtain an interpolated corresponding value in the 
second color space which is outputted to the peripheral device 20. The interpolation performed preferably comprises a 
linear multidimensional interpolation. 

Associated with this color space converter 1 1 . there is typically apparatus for generating the primary LUT 12 This 
apparatus will be somewhat different depending on the nature of the color space conversion contemplated that is 
whether the conversion will be from a device dependent color space to a device independent color space i e ' from a 
scanner RGB density value output to a device independent CIE uniform color space, such as. used extensively in the 
publishing business, i.e.. Lab, or whether the conversion is from a Lab space to the typical YMCK printer dependent val- 
ues used by the printers to produce color image prints. It should be noted at this time that the specific color spaces 
employed are given by way of illustration rather than limitation and in cases where the printer is one which operates 
using RGB values. RGB rather than YMCK values will be the ultimate product of the color space converter 11 and so 
on. 

Figure 2 illustrates apparatus 13 for generating the primary LUT 12 of Figure 1 in cases where the first color space 
IS a device dependent color space and the second color space is a device independent color space. The apparatus for 
generating the primary LUT 12 (or 12") may be integral with the color space converter 1 1 or (1 1"), or may be separate 
The output of this primary LUT generating apparatus 13 is the primary LUT 12* which is subsequently used in the color 
converter 11 '. 

The primary LUT generating apparatus 13 comprises means to receive 28, for receiving a set of digital device 
dependent sample color values. The means to receive 28 the digital color values supplies these values to a third color 
space converter 22 having an input 24. to a comparator 40 and to a primary LUT compiler 54 over lines 29 56 and 58 
respectively. ' 

The output of the third color space converter 22 is directed over line 26 to a combining means 30. TTie combining 
means 30 is also connected to the output of a correction factor generator 44 and combines the correction factor gener- 
ator output with the output from the third color space converter 22 to produce a signal which is fed over line 34 to a sec- 
ond color space converter 36. 

The output of the second color space converter 36 is directed over line 38 to comparator 40 where it is compared 
with the signal representing the input digital sample color values to produce an error signal. This error signal is then 
directed over line 42 to the correction factor generator 44 where it is used to produce an output representing a correc- 
tion factor. 

Means 45 to determine when the correction factor is an optimum correction factor are also included which sense 
the error signal and operate on the error signal in the correction factor generator 44 to generate the correction factor. 
Details of a prefen-ed embodiment for determining an optimum correction factor will be given below. 

The determining means 45 are also associated with the combining means 30 for applying over line 48 the output 
of the combining means 30 to a first color space converter 50, when the correction factor has been optimized. 

The output of this first color space converter 50 is used in the primary LUT compiler means 54 together with the 
input digital device dependent sample color values to compile the primary LUT 1 2'. The compiler output is then provided 
to the color space converter 1 1 ' over line 60. 

The apparatus up to this point has been described in terms of hardware having specific functions. However, it is 
within the scope of this invention to implement this invention using either dedicated hardware performing functions 
equivalent to those hereinabove described, or to use a programmed computer to implement any or all of the above func- 
tions through appropriate algorithms. This is particularly convenient since large memories are readily available and the 
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signals representing Image color value data are usually digital signals particularly well suited for computer manipula- 
tion. 

Looking now at the various modules that comprise this apparatus in more detail. Figure 5 represents a color space 
converter of the type used for both the first and second color converters 50 and 36, respectively. These converters 50. 

5 36 are fundamentally the same as the color space converter 1 1 using a LUX 80. an interpolator 82. and a receiving and 
determining means 83 which interrogates received input values to determine if such values are listed in the LUT 80 and, 
if not, supplies the received values to the interpolator 82 for interpolation of a corresponding value. The (first) LUT 80 
in the first color space converter 50 correlates a regular set of color values from an intermediate preselected color 
space to corresponding color values in a device independent color space. The (second) LUT 80 in the second color 

10 space converter 36 correlates the same intermediate color space values to color values In a device dependent color 
space. 

The third color space converter 22 comprises a third, inverse LUT approximately correlating device dependent 
color values to the selected intermediate color space color values. 

The first LUT 50 which is used to convert intermediate color space values to device independent color space values 
IS comprises a list of regularly distributed intermediate values, and is constructed as follows. A set of regularly distributed 
color values, representing values in a preselected color space, is outputted from a device, such as a computer 93 
shown in Figure 3, able to generate digital values. The preselected space may be any convenient space of our choos- 
ing, the choice depending primarily on the equipment available to proceed with the next steps. What Is needed is some 
means to generate from this list of regularly distributed digital values, color patches for measurement. The equipment 
20 selected to generate the color patches should preferably have as large a color gamut as possible. 

If a printer 94 whose input is In CYMK space is available then preferably the intermediate space selected will be the 
CYMK space of the printer 94, and the values outputted by the computer 93 are printed using such printer 94 to produce 
a set of printed color patches 92 representing a reasonable finite number. As an example, the following may be such a 
list. 

25 

L1ST1 

Y: 0. 13. 26, 51. 76. 102. 128. 153. 178. 204. 230. 255. 
M: 0. 13. 26, 51, 76, 102. 128. 153, 178. 204. 230. 255. 
30 C: 0. 13. 26. 51. 76. 102. 128. 153. 178. 204. 230. 255. 
K: 0,13,26,51,89.128.178.255. 

As shown schematically in Figure 3. color patches 92 for all of the above values are printed, a total of 13,824 sam- 
ple patches, using the printer 94. These patches 92 are then measured using a device 90 giving its output in the device 
35 independent color space selected. This color space is preferably a uniform color space, such as Lab. and the device 
used is a colorimetric measuring device. 

The first LUT 96 is next compiled using the values outputted by the computer 93 and the corresponding values read 
by the measuring device 90 from the printed patches 92, forming the first LUT 96 which in this example correlates 
exactly CYMK values to Lab values for a set of patches 92 printed with the particular printer 94. The particular printer 
40 94 is not significant since the relationship is only used as an intermediate step and the final primary LUT 12' is created 
Independently of the particular printer used color reproduction particularities. 

Referring to Figure 4, the printed set of color patches 92 is also read using a device 100 having an output in the 
same color space as the device color space for which the color space converter 36 and associated primary LUT 12' are; 
desired. Preferably a similar scanner, as the one to be used later is employed and its output, let us say for example, a 
45 set of device dependent RGB values is used to compile a second LUT 98. This second LUT 98 functions as the LUT 
80 in the second color converter 36 and gives an exact relationship between the intermediate computer generated val- 
ues used to print the set of patches 92 and corresponding device dependent values. Thus, we now have two LUTs 96 
and 98, one LUT 96 in our example correlating a set of YMCK color values to a set of Lab values arxi a second LUT 98 
correlating the same set of Yf^CK values to device dependent RGB values. Of course what is needed is a LUT 1 2' accu- 
se rately correlating a set of regularly distributed device dependent, i.e.. RGB values, to device independent, i.e., Lab, val- 
ues. 

Using the Information from the second LUT 98 we can create an approximate LUT which is the inverse of the sec- 
ond LUT 98 giving the third, approximate inverse LUT correlating device dependent. RGB in this example, values to 
intermediate space values. The specific manner in which this inverse LUT is generated starting from the fonward LUT 
55 98 is as follows. 

It is desired to go from the LUT 98 correlating regulariy distributed YMCK values to RGB to a LUT correlating reg- 
ulariy distributed RGB values to YMCK. Because this conversion LUT will be used to only provide intermediate space 
values which are simply the initial input in an optimization process that corrects for conversion error, the accuracy of the 
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initial estimated YMCK values Is not critical. 

Having obtained the YMCK to RGB, forward. LUT 98 we generate an Inverse LUT of RGB to YMCK by inspectina 
the fonvard table; for instance: k^^" •« 
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Reversing the LUT and increasing the RGB values by one unit at a time we obtain: 
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and so on. to produce a regularly distributed listing that has of course numerous voids, since while the original YMCK 
values were regularly distributed, it does not follow that the corresponding RGB values represent a regular distribution 
Missing values are therefore estimated by interpolation. To estimate a missing point P=P(Yp.Mp.Cp.Kp.R.G Bp) by one 
dimensional . interpolation along the B coordinate between a point P1=P1(Y1.M1 CI K1 R G B1) and 
P2=P2(Y2.M2.C2.K2.R.G.B2) we define F as the fraction F={Bp-B1)/(B2-B1) and Q as Q=1-'f: then:' 

Yp=F*Y2 + Q*Y1; 
Mp=F*M2 + Q*Ml: 
Cp=F*C2 + Q*C1:and 
Kp=F*K2-+Q*K1. 

For instance, if upon sorting the inverse LUT along the B values, we find a missing value. We identify the last non- 
missing value. For instance, from the previous table we obtain: 

PI =(0. 0. 230; 25. 255. 255. 0) 

and the next non missing value: 
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P2=(0. 0. 255; 0. 255. 255, 0) 
Then P=P{ R. G. Bp; Yp. Mp, Cp, Kp) = (0, 0. 240; Yp, Mp, Cp. Kp) 
F= (240-230)/(255-230) = 0.4 and Q=1 -0.4 = 0.6 resulting in: 

Yp=15. Mp=255. Cp=255, Kp=0 giving the RGB to YMCK derived correspondence of: 
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Referring back to Figure 2, once the first, second and third LUTs are in place, we generate in a digital color sample 
value generator 70, which is preferably a computer, a new set of digital sample values representing a regular distribution 
of values in the device dependent color space, i.e., RGB values. These values are applied over line 72 to the input 28 
of the primary LUT generator 13. 

To create the primary LUT 1 2'. the system operates as follows. Each of the regularly distributed digital color sample 
values from generator 70 is applied to the input 24 of the third color space converter 22.which contains the third approx- 
imate inverse LUT which converts regularly distributed device dependent color values to intermediate color space color 
values. In our example. RGB are converted to YMCK values and supplied to the combining means 30. At first, there is 
no correction factor to be applied and the YMCK values are reconverted through the second color space converter 36 
back to a new set of R'G'B' values which are supplied to comparator 40 and compared with the input RGB values from 
generator 70. Any resulting error is sent to the correction factor generator 44 where it is tested to determine if it is a min- 
imum error. A correction factor is outputted from the correction factor generator 44 and combined with the YMCK values 
in the combining means 30 giving a new Y'M'CK' value which is again inputted to the second color space converter 36 
to produce a second R"G"B" and a second error which is again tested to determine if it is a minimum, then used to pro- 
duce a correction factor and so on. 

When the error is found to be a minimum, the output of the combining means 30 is switched to the first color space 
converter 50 and the output, i.e., Y"M"C"K", used to produce corresponding output values in a device independent color 
space. These values are then used together in the compiler 54 with the input device dependent regularly distributed dig- 
ital sample values to compile the primary LUT 12' which correlates regularly distributed device dependent color values 
to color values in a device independent color space. In the example used herein to illustrate this invention, the device 
dependent values have been RGB and the device independent space is Lab. 

The input values in either the first 50 or the second 36 color space converter are usually not listed in the included 
LUT 96. 98. Interpolation is therefore often necessary to obtain an output value. The same is true for image values pre- 
sented to the input of the color converter 1 1 . Such interpolation is preferably multidimensional linear interpolation, par- 
ticularly quad-linear interpolation since often a 4-D color space is used, such as YMCK. The preferred interpolation 
algorithm Is as follows. 

Let Pi be the fraction of the distance from a data point in an interval in the LUT to the length of the interval between 

that data point and the next consecutive data point along an "i" dimension where i=0 3 and Qi=1-Fi. Let tj 0=0 

1 5) be the 4-D fraction factors where: 



t1=F0*FrF2*F3 
t2=Q0*FrF2*F3 
t3=F0*QrF2*F3 
t4=F0*FrQ2*F3 
t5=F0*FrF2*Q3 
t16=Q0*QrQ2*Q3 



t6=Q0*Q1*FrF3 
t7=Q0*F1*Q2*F3 
t8=Q0*FrF2*Q3 
t9=F0*QrQ2*F3 
t10=F0*QrF2*Q3 



t11=F0*FrQ2*Q3 
t12=F0*Q1*Q2*Q3 
t13=:Q0*F1*Q2*Q3 
t14=Q0*QrF2*Q3 
t15=Q0*QrQ2*F3 



If Labp] (i=0.1 ,2) represent derived interpolated point values L,a,b, and Xj[i1][i2][l3][i4] G=0,1 ,2) represent the LUT data 
point values in the device independent space for an input data point in the device dependent color space denoted by 11 , 
i2, 13, and i4, then: 

Labp] =trXi[l1+1][i2+1][l3+1][i4+1] 
+ t2*Xi[i1][i2+1][i3+1]Ii4+1] 
+ t3*Xi[i1+1][i2][i3+1][i4+1] 
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+ t4*Xi[i1+1][i2+1][i3][i4+1] 
+ t5*Xi[i1+1][i2+1][i3+1](i4] 
+ t6*Xi[i1][i2][i3+1][l4+1] 
+ t7*Xi[i1][i2+1][i3][i4+1] 
+ t8*Xi[i1][i2+1](i3+1][i4] 
+ t9*Xi[M+1][l2][i3][i4+1] 
+ t1O*XiIi1+1]02][j3+1][i4] 
+ tirXi[i1+1]p2+1]p3]ti4] 
+ t12*XiIi1+1]p2][i3][i4] 
+ t13*XiIi1][i2+1][i3][j4] 
+ t14*Xi[j1][l2][i3+1][i4] 
+ t15*Xiri1]p2][i3][i4+1] 
+ t16*Xip1]p2][l3][i4]. 

In its preferred version, the apparatus and associated method of this invention uses in the circuitry and process 
embodied by the combining means 30, the second color space converter 36. the determining means 45. the compara- 
tor 40 and the con-ection factor generator 44, an optimization algorithm and an error correction algorithm. 

What is desired is to determine those correction factors that when added to the intermediate space color values will 
indeed result in a truly minimum error in the comparator 40. What one wants to avoid is obtaining a correction factor 
which only gives a minimum without determining whether this is indeed the best minimum rather than a localized mini- 
mum. 

It is very difficult to predict correct intermediate input color values using direct backward interpolation because the 
intermediate input values as they appear at the input of the second converter 36 are randomly distributed. It is an even 
more difficult task to make the prediction when a four dimension color space, such as YMCK. is used because the three 
to four conversion is a non-unique mapping process because the value for K is not independent of the other three. 

Figure 7 illustrates a preferred optimization process. A digital color sample (CYMK) is input to the second converter 
36. The converter 36 outputs corresponding RGB values. By adding a variation Delta Y' to Y. Delta M' to M. and Delta 
to C, in turns, while keeping K constant, an estimate of the partial derivatives of output coordinates in output color 
space with respect to input coordinates in input color space are obtained from the input variation and the corresponding 
output variation predicted by the converter 36 giving the partial derivative of "R" with respect to "y" the partial derivative 
of *'G" with respect to "y" and so on to the partial derivative of "B" with respect to "c" . 

The errors dR. dB and dG are obtained by comparing the converter output values R'G'B* to the sample input values 
RGB. The correction generator 44 solves the equations: 

{dB/dy)dG'(dG/dy)6B = [(aB/ay){ai3/am)-(aG/ay)(aB/am)]dm +[(aB/ay)(aG/ac)-(aG/ay)(aB/ac)]dc 

(aG/ay)dR-(aR/ay)dG = [{aG/ay)(aR/am)-(aR/ay)(aG/am)]dm +[(aG/ay)(aR/ac)-(aR/ay)(aG/ac)]dc 

dR = (aB/ay)dy+(aR/am)dm+(aR/ac)dc 

The output from the correction factor generator 44 is combined with the YMCK signal and tested to determine the 
absence of a local minimum, i.e.. whether this is indeed the true minimum. If so found, then the combining means output 
Is applied to the first color space converter 50 as discussed above. 

To test for the local minimum, we examine the error at the output of the comparator 40. If this error approaches 0 
or a preset acceptable limit close to 0, after the iterative correction process has completed its course, the true minimum 
has been found. If however the error remains significant, we replace at the Input of the second generator 44 the inter- 
mediate color values (Yn.Mn.Cn.Kn) from the output of the third converter 22 which values correspond to a set of input 
sample values (Rn.Gn.Bn) with the corrected intermediate values (Y'n-1. M'n-1, C*n-1. K'n-1) which were determined 
optimum in an immediately preceding cycle in which a previous set of device dependent color sample values (Rn-1 . Gn- 
1. Bn-1) were used. 

The resulting error, after comparing the output of the second converter 36 with the current Input sample values and 
after applying optimization. Is determined. If this error now approaches 0 then the new con-ected intermediate values 
are accepted and applied to the first converter 50. and the earlier minimum is identified as a local minimum. If the en-or 
again does not approach 0. it is an Indication that the color gamut in the one color space exceeds the color gamut in 
the other, In which case, if desired, particularly if the first space is a device independent space containing a plurality of 
color values originally produced using a scanner, and the second device dependent space is that of a color printer, one 
should consider mapping the colors in the scanner space to the colors in the printer space. 

Figure 6 shows a somewhat different embodiment useful in cases where the first color space is a device independ- 
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ent color space, such as Lab. Luv, etc. In this case, the primary LUT 12" is developed in a simpler manner than before, 
using only two color converters, rather than three. 

As shown in Figure 6, this apparatus differs from that of Figure 2 in that it comprises a primary LUT generator 13" 
which includes a third converter 1 22 comprising an approximate LUT correlating input device independent values, such 
5 as Lab. to device dependent color space values, such as YMCK. The output of this third converter 122 is directed to a 
combining means 130 which combines the output of the third converter 122 with a correction factor signal from a cor- 
rection factor signal generator 144. The combined output is then applied to a first color converter 136 correlating device 
dependent color space values to device independent color space values. This color converter 1 36 as the previously dis- 
cussed color converters also conprises a LUT correlating a list of regularly distributed device dependent color space 
10 values to device independent color values. 

The LUT in the converter 136 is constructed by using a printing device of the type using input color data in said 
device dependent color space to produce an image. This may be a peripheral device 20". A set of regularly distributed 
color values in said device dependent space are generated with a computer not shown in any illustration but in similar 
manner as was done for the color patches discussed above, and printed to form another set of color patches; this other 
75 set of printed color patches is then measured with an instrument, typically either a spectrophotometer or a colorimeter, 
which gives an output In the desired device independent color space. 

The LUT in the color converter 136 is also used to create the approximate LUT in converter 122 for correlating 
device independent values to device dependent values in the same manner as described above for the generation of 
inverse LUTs. 

20 The apparatus further includes comparator means 140 for receiving the output of the first color converter 136 and 
for comparing this output to a set of regularly distributed digital sample input device independent color values supplied 
from a digital sample color generator 70'. 

The digital sample color generator 70' supplies the digital values to a receiving means 128 in the primary LUT gen- 
erator 1 3" via line 72'. The receiving means 1 28 applies the input signal in addition to an input 1 24 of converter 1 22, to 

2S comparator 1 40 over line 156 and to a primary LUT compiler 1 54 for compiling the primary LUT 1 2". 

Determining means 145 again are used to determine when the output of combining means 130 are optimum arid 
to use this optimum corrected output in compiler 154 to generate the primary LUT 12" which in this embodiment corre- 
lates a set of regularly distributed color values in a device independent color space to color values in a device depend- 
ent color space. 

30 The color space converter 11" comprises a receiving means 10" for receiving an input signal representative of a 
color value in a device independent color space and for determining if such value is listed in the primary LUT 12". If it 
is listed, an output giving the corresponding device dependent value from the LUT 12" is supplied to the peripheral 
device 20". If the value is not listed in the LUT 12", the value is supplied to the interpolator or calculating means 14" 
where there is calculated by linear interpolation as described herein above a corresponding value in the device depend- 

35 ent space and this value is supplied to the peripheral device 20". 

Referring now to the embodiment shown in Figure 8. this invention may be advantageously used to connect the out- 
put of a first imaging device 1 6, such as a scanner, to the Input of a second device 20". such as a printer, and still obtain 
a displayed image having color accurately matching that of the input image. This is particularly useful in cases where 
the first device 16, i.e., the scanner, has an output in a first color space defined by three vectors or components, i.e., 

40 Red. Green and Blue, (RGB), and the second device 20". i.e., the printer, operates in a color environment where color 
is defined in terms of four vectors or components, such as Yellow, h/Iagenta, Cyan and Black (YMCK). 

As shown In Figure 8. the output of the first input device 1 6 is directed to the color converter 1 1 . This color converter 
1 1 is the same color converter shown in Figure 1 and hereinabove described. Its output which is a plurality of color val- 
ues in a device independent color space, such as Lab, is then inputted to the second color converter 11 which is the 

45 same as the color converter shown in Figure 6 and also described earlier in this specification. As shown in Figure 8, 
there can be associated with the color converters 1 1 and 1 1 shown, first and second primary LUT generators 13 and 
13, both of which have also been described above in conjunction with Figures 2 and 6. The LUTs 12M2" of course can 
be precalcuiated using the LUT generators shown independently of the color converters 11 and 11, and stored in the 
color converters 1 1 and 11. 

50 The operation of this embodiment is simply a serial conversion of the first plurality of values in a first, device 
dependent color space to a plurality of values in a device independent color space to a second plurality of color image 
values in a second device dependent color space. The two device dependent color spaces are different. Each step of 
the conversion is the same as described hereinabove in conjunction with the operation of the emtx)diments of Figures 
1.2. and 6. 

55 Once the relationship between the first device independent and first and second device dependent values has been 
determined, that is once the first and the second primary LUT have been constructed, then a third LUT correlating 
directly the first input device dependent values to the second device dependent input values can also be constructed, 
providing a third primary LUT. which is a direct transform LUT for transforming values In the first device dependent 
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space to values in the second device dependent space. 

Figure 9 shows in schematic representation an arrangement for using the direct transform LUT, wherein output val- 
ues from a first device, such as a scanner 116, are directed to a direct color converter 1 1 1 operating identically or sub- 
stantially as the color converter of Figure 1. A receiving and determining means 110 receives the incoming values and 
tests to determine if there are corresponding values in the direct transform LUT 1 12. If there are any exact values then 
it outputs a corresponding value in the color space of the peripheral device, i.e.. a display device, such as a printer 120. 
If not. an interpolation is performed in a calculating means 1 1 4 which typically uses trilinear or quadrilinear Interpolation 
to estimate a corresponding output value from the nearest input values found In the LUT. 

Those skilled in the art. having the benefit of the teachings of the present invention as hereinabove set forth, can 
effect numerous modifications thereto. These modifications are to be construed as being encompassed within the 
scope of the present Invention as set forth In the appended claims. 

Claims 

1. A method for matching colors, corrprising: 

I) converting a first plurality of color Image values from a first color space to a second plurality of color values 
in a second color space, wherein the first color space is a device independent color space and the second color 
space Is a device dependent color space, by: 

generating a primary regular conversion LUT correlating preselected regulariy distributed color values In 
said first color space to color values In said second color space by: 

1) using a peripheral device to print a predetermined set of regularly distributed color patches using a 
regularly distributed set of device dependent color values;. 

2) measuring each of said printed patches and generating for each of said printed patches color val- 
ues In said device independent color space; 

3) using the measured values and the corresponding set of device dependent regularly distributed val- 
ues to generate a first LUT correlating device dependent values to device Independent values; 

4) using the same measured device independent values and device dependent regularly distributed 
values to generate an approximate inverse LUT correlating device independent values to device 
dependent values; 

5) generating a set of regularly distributed digital color sample values in the device independent color 
space and converting said color sample values to device dependent color values using the approxi- 
mate inverse LUT; 

6) combining the converted sample color values with correction factors to obtain corrected converted 
color values; 

7) converting said corrected color values using a first color space converter which includes said first 
LUT correlating device dependent values to device independent values, to obtain an output; 

8) comparing the output to the digital sample values input to obtain an error signal; 

9) using the error signal to generate the conrection factors; 

1 0) repeating steps 6) through 9) until the error signal is a minimum; and 

1 1) using the corrected values and the set of regularly distributed digital color sample values to create 
the regular primary LUT; 

inputting and comparing randomly distributed image color values in said first color space to the values In 
said primary LUT; and 
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(a) If there is a regularly distributed color value in the primary LUT corresponding to the random color 
value, outputting a corresponding value in said second color space; and 

(b) if there is no corresponding regularly distributed color value in said primary LUT, selecting from 
said primary LUT a closest regularly distributed color value to said randomly distributed color value 
and calculating therefrom a color value In said second color space, corresponding to said inputted ran- 
dom color value, and outputting said calculated value; and 

II) using the outputted values from steps (a) and (b) to produce an image on the peripheral device. 

Apparatus for converting a first plurality of color image values from a first color space to a second plurality of color 
values in a second color space, said first color space being a device independent color space and said second 
color space being a device dependent color space, comprising: 

means for generating a primary regular LUT comprising a list of conversion values for a predetermined regular 
distribution of sample color values in said first color space for converting said sanple color values to color val- 
ues in said second color space, the generating means comprising: 

means for receiving said sample values; 

means for applying said sample values to a third color space converter including a third inverse approxi- 
mate LUT for converting device independent values to device dependent color values; 

means connected to said third color space converter for combining an output of said third color space con- 
verter with correction factors and for applying an output of said combining means to a first color space con- 
verter which includes a first LUT correlating device dependent values to device independent values; 

means connected to an output of said first color space converter for applying an output of said first color 
space converter to a comparator for comparing output values from the first color space converter to the 
input sample values and for obtaining an output error signal; 

means for applying the input sample values to said comparator; 

means for applying the error signal to a correction generator for outputting the correction factors; and 

means for determining when the error signal is a minimum error signal and for applying the output of the 
combining means to a primary LUT compiler for compiling the primary LUT; 

means for receiving a first plurality of color image values from a source device and for: 

(a) determining for each of said first plurality of color image values whether there Is a conversion value 
listed in said primary LUT and for outputting for each of said first plurality of color Image values for which 
there is a conversion value listed in said primary LUT a corresponding output color value In said second 
color space; and 

(b) determining for each of said first plurality of color image values for which there is no conversion value 
listed in said primary LUT a closest conversion value listed In said primary LUT and calculating by interpo- 
lation from this closest conversion value a corresponding output color value in said second color space; 
and 

means for supplying said corresponding output color values to a peripheral device. 

A method for matching colors in an image received from a source device and displayed on a peripherial device, 
comprising: 

1) converting a first plurality of color image values from a first color space to a second plurality of color values 
in a second color space, wherein the first color space is a device dependent color space and the second color 
space is a device Independent color space, by: 
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generating a first primary regular conversion LUT correlating preselected regularly distributed color values 
in said first color space to color values in said second color space by: 

1) generating a predetermined regular set of intermediate values representing a set of color patches; 

2) printing said set of color patches; 

3) measuring each of said printed patches and generating for each of said printed patches color val- 
ues in said independent color space; 



4) producing a first color space converter comprising a first LUT cross-referencing the predetermined 
regular set of intermediate color values representing the set of color patches, and the measured color 
values in said device independent color space representing the printed set of color patches and a first 
'"*erpolat.on algorithm for calculating Intermediate values not represented by any printed patches to 
color values in said device Independent color space; 

5) reading said printed set of color patches with a device of the type which produces color values in 
the device dependent color space, and producing for each of said printed patches device dependent 
color values in said device dependent color space; 

6) generating a second color space converter comprising a second LUT cross-referencing the prede- 
termined regular set of Intermediate values representing the set of color patches and color values in 
the device dependent color space, and a second Interpolation algorithm for calculating Intermediate 
values not represented by any printed patches to the device dependent color values; 

7) generating a third color space converter comprising a third LUT approximately cross-referencinq 
the device dependent values and the Intermediate values; 

8) generating a set of predetermined, regularly distributed, digital device dependent sample color val- 
ues; 

9) applying the third color space converter to said sample color values to obtain a correspondina set 
of sample Intermediate values; 

1 0) applying the second color space converter to the sample Intermediate values to obtain a new set 
of device dependent sample color values corresponding to the digital device dependent sarrmle color 

values; ^ . 

. 11) comparing said regularly distributed device dependent digital sample color values and said new 
set of device dependent sample color values to obtain an error signal and using this error signal to 
derive a correction factor; . 



1 2) combining the correction factor with the output of the third color space converter and again apply- 
ing the second color space converter to the resulting corrected output of the third color space con- 

^ verter; 

13) repeating steps 1 1) and 1 2) until the error signal is a minimum; 



14) applying the first color space converter to the corrected signal to produce an output device inde- 
pendent value for each regular digital device dependent sample color value; and 

15) creating the primary LUT correlating the device independent values from the output of the first 
color space converter and the set of predetermined, regularly distributed, digital device dependent 
sample color values; 

inputting and comparing randomly distributed image color values in said first color space from the 
source device to the values in said primary LUT; and 
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(a) if there is a regularly distributed color value in the primary LUT corresponding to the ran- 
dom color value, outputting a corresponding value in said second color space; and 

(b) if there is no corresponding regularly distributed color value in said primary LUT, selecting 
from said primary LUT a closest regularly distributed color value to said randomly distributed 
color value and calculating therefrom a color value in said second color space, corresponding 
to said inputted random color value, and outputting said calculated value; and 

II) converting the outputted values from steps (a) and (b) from the second color space to a third plurality of color 
values in a third color space, wherein the third color space is a device dependent color space, by: 

generating a second primary regular conversion LUT correlating preselected regularly distributed color 
values in said second color space to color values in said third color space by: 

1) using the peripheral device to print a predetermined set of regularly distributed color patches using 
a regularly distributed set of device dependent color values; 

2) measuring each of said printed patches and generating for each of said printed patches color val- 
ues in said device independent color space; 

3) using the measured values and the corresponding set of device dependent regularly distributed val- 
ues to generate a first LUT correlating device dependent values to device independent values; 

4) using the same measured device independent values and device dependent regularly distributed 
values to generate an approximate inverse LUT correlating device independent values to device 
dependent values; 

5) generating a set of regularly distributed digital color sample values in the device independent color 
space and converting said color sample values to device dependent color values using the approxi- 
mate inverse LUT; 

6) combining the converted sample color values with correction factors to obtain corrected converted 
color values; 

7) converting said corrected color values using a first color space converter which includes said first 
LUT correlating device dependent values to device independent values, to obtain an output; 

8) comparing the output to the digital sample values input to obtain an error signal; 

9) using the error signal to generate the correction factors; 

10) repeating steps II) 6) through II) 9) until the error signal is a minimum; and 

1 1) using the corrected values and the set of regularly distributed digital color sample values to create 
the second regular primary LUT; 

inputting and comparing the outputted values from steps (a) and (b) frorh the second color space to the 
values in said second primary LUT; and 

(i) if there is a regularly distributed color value in the second primary LUT corresponding to the output- 
ted value, outputting a corresponding value in said third color space; and 

(ii) if there is no corresponding regularly distributed color value in said second primary LUT. selecting 
from said second primary LUT a closest regularly distributed color value to said outputted value and 
calculating therefrom a color value in said third color space, corresponding to said outputted value, 
and outputting said calculated value; and 

III) using the outputted values from steps (i) and (ii) to produce an image on the peripheral device. 
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Apparatus for converting a plurality of color values in a first device dependent, color space to a plurality of color val- 
ues in a final device dependent, color space, comprising: 

I) means for generating a first primary regular LUT comprising a list of conversion values for a predetermined 
regular distribution of sample color values in said first color space for converting said sample color values to 
color values in said second color space, the generating means comprising: 

a third color space converter having an input and an output, for converting sample color values in said 
device dependent color space to Intermediate values; 

an input means connected to the third color space converter input for inputting to the third color space con- 
verter a set of regularly distributed sample color values in said device dependent color space; 

a signal combining means for combining the output of the third color space converter and a correction sig- 
nal to produce a corrected output, and for applying the corrected output to a second color space converter 
for converting Intermediate Input color values to color values in said device dependent color space, and to 
a first color space converter for converting Intermediate input color values to color values In said device 
Independent color space; 

a comparator connected to an output of the second color space converter and to the input means for com- 
paring the output signal of the second color space converter to the corresponding sample color values in 
said image dependent color space, and for producing an error signal, the comparator having an output for 
supplying the error signal to a correction signal generator for generating the correction signal; 

means for determining when the error signal is a minimum and for applying the corrected output from the 
combining means to the first color space converter for converting said corrected signal to a signal repre- 
senting corresponding color values in said device independent color space for each of the input sample 
color values, said first color space converter Including an output means; and 

means for receiving said output color values in said Independent color space corresponding to said input 
sample color values and for generating the primary LUT; 

II) first means for receiving a first plurality of color image values from a source device and for: 

(a) determining for each of said first plurality of color Image values whether there is a conversion value 
listed in said primary LUT and for outputting for each of said first plurality of color image values for which 
there is a conversion value listed in said primary LUT a corresponding output color value in said second 
color space; and 

(b) determining for each of said first plurality of color image values for which there is no conversion value 
listed in said primary LUT a closest conversion value listed in said primary LUT and calculating by interpo- 
lation from this closest conversion value a corresponding output color value in said second color space; 
and 

III) means for generating a second primary regular LUT comprising a list of conversion values for a predeter- 
mined regular distribution of sample color values in said second color space for converting said sample color 
values to color values in said final color space, the generating means comprising: 

means for receiving said sample values; 

means for applying said sample values to a third color space converter including a third inverse approxi- 
mate LUT for converting device independent values to device dependent color values; 

means connected to said third color space converter for combining an output of said third color space con- 
verter with correction factors and for applying an output of said combining means to a first color space con- 
verter which includes a first LUT correlating device dependent values to device independent values; 

means connected to an output of said first color space converter for applying an output of said first color 
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space converter to a comparator for comparing output values from the first color space converter to the 
input sample values and for obtaining an output error signal; 

means for applying the input sample values to said comparator;. 

means for applying the error signal to a correction generator for outputting the correction factors; and 

means for determining when the error signal is a minimum error signal and for applying the output of the 
combining means to a primary LUT compiler for compiling the second primary LUT; 

IV) second means for receiving the outputted values in said second color space from the first receiving means 
and for: 

(i) determining for each of said outputted values in said second color space whether there is a conversion 
value listed in said second primary LUT and for outputting for each of said outputted values in said second 
color space for which there Is a conversion value listed in said second primary LUT a corresponding output 
color value in said final color space; and 

(ii) determining for each of said outputted values in said second color space for which there is no conver- 
sion value listed in said second primary LUT a closest conversion value listed in said second primary LUT 
and calculating by interpolation from this closest conversion value a corresponding output color value in 
said final color space; and 

V) means for supplying said corresponding output color values in said final color space to a peripheral device. 

A method for matching colors in an image received from a source device and displayed on a peripherial device, 
comprising: 

I) converting a first plurality of color image values from a first color space to a second plurality of color values 
in a second color space, wherein the first color space is a device dependent color space and the second color 
space is a device independent color space, by: 

generating a first primary regular conversion LUT correlating preselected regularly distributed color values 
in said first color space to color values in said second color space by: 

1) generating a predetermined regular set of intermediate values representing a set of color patches; 

2) printing said set of color patches; 

3) measuring each of said printed patches and generating for each of said printed patches color val- 
ues in said independent color space; 

4) producing a first color space converter comprising a first LUT cross-referencing the predetermined 
regular set of intermediate color values representing the set of color patches, and the measured color 
values in said device independent color space representing the printed set of color patches, and a first 
interpolation algorithm for calculating Intermediate values not represented by any printed patches to 
color values in said device independent color space; 

5) reading said printed set of color patches with a device of the type which produces color values in 
the device dependent color space, and producing for each of said printed patches device dependent 
color values in said device dependent color space; 

' 6) generating a second color space converter comprising a second LUT cross-referencing the prede- 
termined regular set of Intermediate values representing the set of color patches and color values in 
the device dependent color space, and a second interpolation algorithm for calculating Intermediate 
values not represented by any printed patches to the device dependent color values; 

7) generating a third color space converter comprising a third LUT approximately cross-referencing 
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the device dependent values and the Intermediate values; 

8) generating a set of predetermined, regularly distributed, digital device dependent sample color val- 
ues; 

9) applying the third color space converter to said sample color values to obtain a con^esponding set 
of sample Intermediate values; 

10) applying the second color space converter to the sample Intermediate values to obtain a new set 
of device dependent sample color values corresponding to the digital device dependent sample color 
values; 

1 1) comparing said regularly distributed device dependent digital sample color values and said new 
set of device dependent sample color values to obtain an error signal and using this error signal to 
derive a correction factor; 

12) combining the con-ection factor with the output of the third color space converter and again apply- 
ing the second color space converter to the resulting corrected output of the third color space con- 
verter; 

13) repeating steps 1 1) and 12) until the error signal is a minimum; 

14) applying the first color space converter to the corrected signal to produce an output device inde- 
pendent value for each regular digital device dependent sample color value; and 

15) creating the primary LUT correlating the device independent values from the output of the first 
color space converter and the set of predetermined, regularly distributed, digital device dependent 
sample color values; 

Inputting and comparing randomly distributed image color values in said first color space from the source 
device to the values In said primary LUT; and 

(a) if there is a regularly distributed color value in the primary LUT corresponding to the random color 
value, outputting a corresponding value in said second color space; and 

(b) If there is no corresponding regularly distributed color value in said primary LUT. selecting from 
said primary LUT a closest regularly distributed color value to said randomly distributed color value 
and calculating therefrom a color value in said second color space, corresponding to said lnputted ran- 
dom color value, and outputting said calculated value; and 

II) converting the outputted values from steps (a) and (b) from the second color space to a third plurality of color 
values in a third color space, wherein the third color space is a device dependent color space, by: 

generating a second primary regular conversion LUT correlating preselected regularly distributed color 
values in said second color space to color values in said third color space by: 

1) using the peripheral device to print a predetermined set of regularly distributed color patches using 
a regularly distributed set of device dependent color values; 

2) measuring each of said printed patches and generating for each of said printed patches color val- 
ues in said device independent color space; 

3) using the measured values and the corresponding set of device dependent regularly distributed val- 
ues to generate a first LUT correlating device dependent values to device independent values; 

4) using the same measured device independent values and device dependent regularly distributed 
values to generate an approximate inverse LUT correlating device independent values to device 
dependent values; 
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5) generating a set of regularly distributed digital color sample values in the device independent color 
space and converting said color sample values to device dependent color values using the approxi- 
mate inverse LUT; 

6) combining the converted sample color values with correction factors to obtain corrected converted 
color values; 

7) converting said corrected color values using a first color space converter which includes said first 
LUT correlating device dependent values to device independent values, to obtain an output; 

8) comparing the output to the digital sample values input to obtain an error signal; 

9) using the error signal to generate the correction factors; 

10) repeating steps II) 6) through II) 9) until the error signal is a minimum; and 

1 1) using the corrected values and the set of regularly distributed digital color sanple values to create 
the second regular primary LUT; 

inputting and comparing the outputted values from steps (a) and (b) from the second color space 
to the values in said second primary LUT; and 

(i) if there is a regularly distributed color value in the second primary LUT corresponding to 
the outputted value, outputting a corresponding value in said third color space; and 

(ii) if there is no corresponding regularly distributed color value in said second primary LUT, 
selecting from said second primary LUT a closest regularly distributed color value to said out- 
putted value and calculating therefrom a color value In said third color space, corresponding 
to said outputted value, and outputting said calculated value; and 

IN) using the first and second primary LUTs to create a direct transform LUT correlating first and third device 
dependent color values; 

IV) inputting and comparing randomly distributed image color values in said first color space from the source 
device to the values in said direct transform LUT; and 

(a) if there is a regularly distributed color value in the direct transform LUT corresponding to the random 

color value, outputting a corresponding value in said third color space; and 

(b) if there is no corresponding regularly distributed color value in said direct transform LUT, selecting from 
said direct transform LUT a closest regularly distributed color value to said randomly distributed color value 
and calculating therefrom a color value in said third color space, corresponding to said inputted random 
color value, and outputting said calculated value; and 

V) using the outputted values from steps IV) (a) and IV) (b) to produce an image on the peripheral device. 

Apparatus for converting a plurality of color values in a first device dependent, color space to a plurality of color val- 
ues in a final device dependent, color space, comprising: 

I) means for generating a first primary regular LUT comprising a list of conversion values for a predetermined 
regular distribution of sample color values in said first color space for converting said sample color values to 
color values in a second device independent color space, the generating means comprising: 

a third color space converter having an input and an output, for converting sample color values in said 
device dependent color space to Intermediate values; 

an input means connected to the third color space converter input for inputting to the third color space con- 
verter a set of regularly distributed sample color values in said device dependent color space; 
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a signal combining means for combining the output of the third color space converter and a correction sig- 
nal to produce a corrected output, and for applying the corrected output to a second color space converter 
for converting Intermediate input color values to color values in said device dependent color space and to 
a first color space converter for converting Intermediate input color values to color values in said device 
independent color space; 

a comparator connected to an output of the second color space converter and to the input means for com- 
paring the output signal of the second color space converter to the corresponding sample color values In 
said image dependent color space, and for producing an error signal, the comparator having an output for 
supplying the error signal to a correction signal generator for generating the correction signal; 

means for determining when the error signal is a minimum and for applying the corrected output from the 
combining means to the first color space converter for converting said corrected signal to a signal repre- 
senting corresponding color values in said device independent color space for each of the input sample 
color values, said first color space converter including an output means; and 

means for receiving said output color values in said independent color space corresponding to said input 
sample color values and for generating the primary LUT; 

II) first means for receiving a first plurality of color image values from a source device and for: 

(a) determining for each of said first plurality of color Image values whether there is a conversion value 
listed in said primary LUT and for outputting for each of said first plurality of color image values for which 
there is a conversion value listed in said primary LUT a corresponding output color value in said second 
color space; and 

(b) determining for each of said first plurality of color image values for which there is no conversion value 
listed in said primary LUT a closest conversion value listed in said primary LUT and calculating by interpo- 
lation from this closest conversion value a corresponding output color value in said second color soace* 
and ^ 

III) means for generating a second primary regular LUT comprising a list of conversion values for a predeter- 
mined regular distribution of sample color values in said second color space for converting said sample color 
values to color values in said final color space, the generating means comprising: 

means for receiving said sample values; 

means for applying said sample values to a third color space converter Including a third inverse approxi- 
mate LUT for converting device independent values to device dependent color values: 

means connected to said third color space converter for combining an output of said third color space con- 
verter with correction factors and for applying an output of said combining means to a first color space con- 
verter which includes a first LUT correlating device dependent values to device independent values; 

means connected to an output of said first color space converter for applying an output of said first color 
space converter to a comparator for comparing output values from the first color space converter to the 
input sample values and for obtaining an output error signal; 

means for applying the input sample values to said comparator; 

means for applying the error signal to a correction generator for outputting the correction factors; and 

means for determining when the error signal is a minimum error signal and for applying the output of the 
combining means to a primary LUT compiler for compiling the second primary LUT; 

IV) second means for receiving the outputted values in said second color space from the first receiving means 
and for: 
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(i) determining for each of said outputted values in said second color space whether there is a conversion 
value listed in said second primary LUT and for outputting for each of said outputted values in said second 
color space for which there is a conversion value listed in said second primary LUT a corresponding output 
color value in said final color space; and 

(ii) determining for each of said outputted values in said second color space for which there is no conver- 
sion value listed in said second primary LUT a closest conversion value listed in said second primary LUT 
and calculating by interpolation from this closest conversion value a con^esponding output color value in 
said final color space; and 

V) means for directly correlating first and final device dependent color values created from using the first and 
second primary LUTs; 

VI) third means for receiving a plurality of color image values from the source device, comparing the plurality 
of color image values in said first color space from the source device to the values in said direct transform LUT, 
and for: 

(a) determining if there is a regularly distributed color value in the direct transform LUT corresponding to 
the random color value, outputting a corresponding value in said final color space; and 

(b) determining if there is no corresponding regularly distributed color value in said direct transform LUT, 
selecting from said direct transform LUT. a closest regularly distributed color value to said randomly dis- 
tributed color value and calculating therefrom a color value in said final color space, corresponding to said 
inputted random color value, and outputting said calculated value; and 

VII) means for supplying said corresponding output color values from the inputting and comparing means in 
said final color space to a peripheral device. 
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